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Restoration of nature

• More recent approach in governance of seas

• Alongside established approaches to conservation of species, habitats and 
ecosystems, sustainable use and climate action

• Necessary in the context of deepening of ecological crisis

• Restoration is implicit in the Convention on Biodiversity – CBD (1992), and 
required by the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (2022):
• Goal B – restoration of degraded ecosystems; Target 2 – 30% ecosystems in 

restoration by 2030

• EU law – translates this into a law

• UN Decade 2021-2030



EU Nature Restoration 
Law

• Nature restoration linked with climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, land degradation 
prevention, food security etc. 

• By 2030 – 20% degraded ecosystems on land 
and sea are in restoration, by 2050 – 100%

• Marine ecosystems – 30% by 2030

• Ecosystems in Annex II have special 
attention: seagrass beds, macroalgal 
forests, shellfish beds, rhodoloites/maerl 
beds



• ‘restoration’ means the process of actively or passively assisting the 
recovery of an ecosystem in order to improve its structure and functions, 
with the aim of conserving or enhancing biodiversity and ecosystem 
resilience, through improving an area of a habitat type to good condition, 
re-establishing favourable reference area, and improving a habitat of a 
species to sufficient quality and quantity

• ‘good condition’ means, as regards an area of a habitat type, a state 
where the key characteristics of the habitat type, in particular its 
structure, functions and typical species or typical species composition 
reflect the high level of ecological integrity, stability and resilience 
necessary to ensure its long-term maintenance …



Shortcomings of 
NRL...

• Not sufficiently ambitious

• Complex read

• Derogations, exceptions

• Nature restoration plans by 2026



NRL can...

Introduce a new approach: 
from accepting some damage 
to contributing for a better 
outcome



In implementation, the 
focus should be on:

• Root causes of: biodiversity 
decline, pollution, climate 
change

• Linking measures with relational 
aspects – restoring human’s 
relationship with nature

• Participatory design and equity


