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19th VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE EUSAIR TSG2 
SUB-GROUP ON ENERGY, 23 APRIL 2024
Agenda Item no. 2
DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA

0. Premise

The EUSAIR TSG2 19th Energy Sub-Group Meeting is convened on-line on 23 April 2024.
The Sub-Group Standing Members and other Participants in the Meeting for their on-line connection should go on Zoom https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82283587474?pwd=YY97G3yiKxy8aHDijdNB8CiRbhgbSp.1 

Meeting ID: 822 8358 7474

Access code: 211935

The Representatives of the 10 EUSAIR Participating States are invited as well as the Representatives of the Abruzzo Region and Friuli-Venezia Giulia Region of Italy. Representatives of the European Commission, EUSAIR Facility Point Lead Partner Team, EUSAIR Governance Support Projects Lead Partners, and ADRION Managing Authority, are also invited to attend.

Participants may wish to recall that according to a decision made during the 18th Meeting of the EUSAIR TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks of 5 December 2023 the name of the Sub-Group has been changed into EUSAIR TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy while maintaining the progressive number of the Sub-Group Meetings.
The list of Participants will be circulated with the draft Minutes and Operational Conclusions of this Meeting.

1. Welcome and Introduction (10:00-10:15 hrs)
The three Coordinators of the Sub-Group on Energy Networks and Deputy Coordinators welcome the Participants into the 19th TSG2 Energy Sub-Group Meeting which is following the 18th Energy Networks Sub-Group Meeting of 5 December 2023 which was also held on-line.

The Coordinators would ask the Participants in the Meeting to introduce themselves and their staff or guests by stating their name and name of the administration or organisation they belong to. The call would contemplate Standing Members according to the alphabetical order of their respective Country. The Representatives of the two Regions of Italy, the Representatives of the European Commission, EUSAIR Facility Point Lead Partner, EUSAIR Governance Support Projects Lead Partners, the Representatives of ADRION Managing Authority will follow.
2. Approval of the Draft Agenda

The Draft Agenda for the Meeting is proposed by the Sub-Group Coordinators to the Participants for their comments, possible amendments and eventual approval.

A Draft Annotated Agenda as prepared by the Sub-Group Coordinators, has been made available to all Participants to provide them with information and facilitate the discussion.

3. Adoption of the Minutes and Operational Conclusions of the TSG2 18th Energy Networks Sub-Group Meeting of 5 December 2023 (10:15-10:20 hrs)

The Draft Minutes and Operational Conclusions of the 18th Meeting have been circulated to the Energy Sub-Group Members, the Representatives of the Regions of Italy, the European Commission, EUSAIR Facility Point Lead Partner, and EUSAIR Facility Point Project Partner of Italy for their approval in writing. Comments have been received and included. The Sub-Group Members are asked for the formal adoption of the Minutes and Operational Conclusions according to the Rules of Procedure.
The uploading on the EUSAIR Intranet will follow. The List of Participants into the 18th Energy Networks Sub-Group Meeting is circulated.
4. Communications (10:20-10:40 hrs)

All the Agenda Items are for information:

a) Update on the 22nd EUSAIR Governing Board Meeting of 21-22 February 2024. 
A review of the Governing Board Meeting is given by the Sub-Group Coordinators.

The 22nd Governing Board Meeting of 21-22 February 2024 was held in Zagreb under the Presidency of Croatia. Three Agenda Items are deserving attention. First, the input documents for the revised EUSAIR Action Plan and Communication. Second, the new EUSAIR Governance and Architecture. Third, the EUSAIR governance support projects.

With regard to the input documents for the revised EUSAIR Action Plan and Communication the Governing Board approved the input documents with the exception of Pillar 2 Energy and Indicators of Pillar 3. According to the draft conclusions of the Governing Board Meeting “Comments received from DG ENER regarding natural gas and liquefied natural gas in the EUSAIR Action Plan will be sent to National Coordinators and TSG2 Members. A proposal for revised section on Pillar 2 Energy in the Action Plan will be prepared by Pillar Coordinators and EC. After that a shortened written procedure will be launched in TSG2 and Governing Board for the approval of the revised part of the Action Plan”.
Second, with regard to the EUSAIR Governance and Architecture, the EUSAIR Presidency sequence will follow the order of alternating EU Member State and EU candidate country. The order until 2028 is the following: Greece (2024/2025), North Macedonia (2025/2026), Italy (2026/2027), and Montenegro (2027/2028). The document “EUSAIR Governance Architecture Paper”, Spring 2024 (4th  Draft) has been proposed for comments and it is circulated to the TSG2 Sub-Group Members for their information.

Third, regarding the EUSAIR governance support projects the Governing Board took note of the latest developments on contracting the three projects and tentative plans for the provision of services depending upon the signature of Subsidy Contracts and Partnership Agreements. The use of the term EUSAIR Governance Point (EGP) to address the three governance support projects and their coordination was agreed by the Governing Board.

b) Report by the ADRION Managing Authority
On oral report is given by the Representative of the ADRION Managing Authority.

c) Update by EC on relevant EU policies and programmes

An oral report is expected by a Representative of the European Commission.

5. Revised EUSAIR Action Plan and Communication from the European Commission to European Institutions (10:40-11:10 hrs)
The Energy Sub-Group Members may wish to recall that following the decisions by the Governing Board two Extraordinary Meeting were convened on-line by Representatives of the EC Directorate General for Regional and Urban Policy involving TSG2 Sub-Group Coordinators and Standing Members on 8 March and 21 March 2024. Aim of the two Meetings was the revision of texts of Topic 2.4 – Energy Networks and Topic 2.5 – Green Energy of the Revised EUSAIR Action Plan to ensure their alignment to the EU policies, programmes and directives on energy issues.

Comments by DG ENER and DG ENV have been received and new texts have been agreed. The Coordinators thank the European Commission for the advice. The new texts have been circulated to the TSG2 Members of the Sub-Group on Energy for their approval according to a fast-track written procedure. The texts as approved by the TSG2 are amongst the documents for the present Meeting.

Now the same texts are being submitted to the EUSAIR Governing Board Members for their approval and will eventually incorporated into the Revised EUSAIR Action Plan by the end of April. Then the revised EUSAIR Action Plan and the Communication will be submitted to the European Commission. The Coordinators understand that the European Commission would provide all the documents with its comments and may  approve them around mid-year 2024.

The Sub-Group Coordinators will give on oral report concerning this process and the contents of Topic 2.4 – Energy Networks and Topic 2.5 – Green Energy whose texts are circulated. The Coordinators may provide the Sub-Group with their advise concerning the approval process of the Revised EUSAIR Action Plan and Communication while suggesting that according to a provisional approach the Sub-Group might refer for its programme of work to the Revised EUSAIR Action Plan.
Sub-Group Members are invited to discuss and make comments.

6. EUSAIR Governance Point and Governance Support Projects (11:20-12:10 hrs)

The Sub-Group Coordinators will recall that according to the new EUSAIR governance support the EUSAIR Governance Point will consist of three projects providing technical and content-related assistance to the implementation of the EUSAIR Action Plan including support to Governing Board, National Coordinators, Thematic Steering Groups and Pillar Coordinators. A first Technical Meeting between Support Projects Lead Partners and EUSAIR Pillar Coordinators has been held on-line on 13 February 2024. 
It is assumed that the Lead Partners of the three EUSAIR Governance Support Projects may wish to present the aims of the Projects actions envisioned, timelines, and the interaction which is expected with the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy.

It may be recalled that 

a) The EUSAIR Facility Point Project (with Slovenia as the Lead Partner) will ensure the implementation of administrative and technical support to the EUSAIR governance meetings, communication and coordination, support to decision making and capacity development, monitoring and evaluation of the EUSAIR.

b) The EUSAIR Stakeholders Point Project (with Marche Region of Italy as the Lead Partner) will ensure stakeholders involvement and engagement, support to financial dialogue and establishment and coordination of networks of Managing Authorities.

c) The EUSAIR Strategic Implementation Project (with Croatia as the Lead Partner) will ensure the support to development and implementation of strategic (implementation) formats.

Sub-Groups Members are invited to discuss and make comments.

7. 9th EUSAIR Annual Forum, Šibenik, Croatia, 15-16 May 2024
The Sub-Group Coordinators will present the document entitled “9th EUSAIR Annual Forum, Šibenik, Croatia. Session on Energy, 16 May 2024”.

The leading theme of the Annual Forum which is convened in Šibenik under the Presidency of the Republic of Croatia is “Shaping the Future of EUSAIR”. It is understood that focus in the Annual Forum will be on programmes and initiatives which are foreseen for the next (second programme of the EUSAIR embracing the years 2024-2027 (2024-2029).

The title of the Session on Energy which will be organised by the Coordinators of the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy on behalf of the Sub-Group is “Renewable Energy to Confront the Global Climate Change Challenge: Prospects, Opportunities and Action for the Adriatic and Ionian Region”.

The Session would be chaired and moderated by Ms. Biljana Ramić, Coordinator of the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy. Mr. Davide Tabarelli, President, Nomisma Energia, Italy would be Key-note Speaker Members of the Panel still require confirmation. TSG2 Energy Sub-Group Members are invited to express their views, to participate, to suggest names for the Panellists should there be time and option.

8. EUSAIR TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy. Draft Programme of Work for the Year 2024 (12:20-12:40 hrs)

The Sub-Group Coordinators introduce the document entitled “Draft Programme of Work of the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy for the Year 2024”.   
Uncertainties are characterising the time period ahead. The Sub-Group Coordinators note that with regard to the proposals for activities during the year 2024 and the future their implementation depends upon the agreement by Sub-Group Standing Members and evolution of the context.

The absence of any Technical Assistance during the next several months would be a major drawback. Sub-Group Members are now asked for their views, comments and ideas. 

9. EUSAIR Pillar 2: Connecting the Region – Annual Progress Report for the Year 2023 (12:40-12:50 hrs)

The document entitled “Contribution by the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks to the EUSAIR Pillar 2: Connecting the Region Draft Annual Progress Report for the Year 2023” is being circulated under the heading “EUSAIR Pillar 2: Connecting the Region”.

The document by the Sub-Group on Energy Networks will combine with a parallel document prepared by the Sub-Group on Transport into the TSG2 Annual Progress Report 2023. It should be noted that according to the conclusions of the 21sr EUSAIR Governing Board Meeting of 11-12 October 2023 the Annual Progress Report is now due by June 2024. 

The Energy Sub-Group Members are asked for their views, comments and proposals. 

10. Closure of the Meeting (12:50-13:00 hrs)

a) Any other subject of interest

Participants in the Energy Sub-Group Meeting may wish to raise other issues in their interest and make further comments.

b) Date of the next Meeting

Given all the uncertainties no date can be proposed for the next Sub-Group Meeting by the Coordinators at this time. In principle, the Meeting might be convened in person in Trieste and hosted by the Friuli-Venezia Giulia Region of Italy. A shared proposal and decision might be made with the EUSAIR TSG2 Sub-Group on Transport. Information will be provided in due time.

The Coordinators of the

EUSAIR Pillar 2: Connecting the Region Sub-Group on Energy Networks
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